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UCC Disaster Ministries Responds to Hurricane Matthew 



Winds rush. Water pounds. Buildings fall. People suffer. 

Hurricane Matthew made landfall in Haiti on the morning of October 4 and in Cuba later that afternoon. It came ashore in South Carolina on Saturday, October 
8. In Haiti, winds of 1 35 miles per hour caused flash flooding, mud slides and violent winds. Devastation abounds abroad and at home in the United States. 

The United Church of Christ and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) are well situated to respond robustly to people impacted both in the Caribbean and 
within the United States. Global Ministries' (UCC/Disciples joint ministry) partners are reporting devastation of crops and houses in the southern regions of 
Haiti. Houses in Ganthier, Haiti, rebuilt for families displaced from the 201 0 earthquake by Church World Service (including both the UCC and Disciples), now 
are flooded again. Torrential downpours have sent water rushing down streets, creating fears of waterborne diseases like cholera, an epidemic that was 
already occurring in Haiti prior to the hurricane. Cuba also has experienced extensive damage and several people in the Bahamas have perished. 

Already, solidarity grants from the 201 6 One Great Hour of Sharing Offering and Week of Compassion Fund are on their way to partners in in the region 
responding to immediate needs of food, shelter and safety. The UCC and Disciples are poised to respond with other churches to provide food, water, 
containers, roofs, mattresses, hygiene kits and psychosocial support. Within the United States, both denominations are active in local and national disaster 
response networks. 

Your generosity to this disaster appeal will enable our churches to expand these responses and to walk closely with our neighbors now, in the immediate crisis, 
and through the long-term recovery process that will follow. 

In the midst of tumultuous weather, people receive food and water to drink. In the midst of danger, people find safety and rebuild homes. In the midst of 
hopelessness, people experience a love that will not let them go. 

Bulletin Insert - Hurricane Matthew 

Pray passionately 

Prayers Following Disasters 

Stay Connected 

One Great Hour of Sharing Facebook and Twitter 
Week of Compassion Facebook and Twitter 

Respond generously 

Designate "Hurricane Matthew Response" to OGHS UCC International Emergency Fund and/or OGHS UCC Emergency USA 
Send gifts by mail to: 


http://www.secucc.org/2016/10/08/ucc-disaster-ministries-responds-hurricane-matthew/ 
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One Great Hour of Sharing (UCC) 

Memo: Hurricane Matthew 
Financial Services Office 
700 Prospect Ave. E. 

Cleveland, OH 441 15 

f featured 

< Continuing Ed Opportunities for Clergy and Church Leaders 6th Annual Retired Servants Retreat a Success > 
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10:00 am Commission on Ministry meeting @ Pilgrim UCC 
(http://www.secucc.org/event/commission-on-ministry-meeting-1 1-5/? 
instance_id=1 42295) 


2:00 pm Bill and Jan Bourdon’s Retiremen... @ Blowing Rock 
Conference Center (http://www.secucc.org/event/bill-jan-bourdons- 
retirement-celebration/?instance_id=1 42307) 


all-day Office Closed Thanksgiving 
(http://www.secucc.org/event/office-closed-thanksgiving/? 
instance_id=1 42044) 


all-day Authorizing Ministry in the 21 st... @ San Antonio 
(http://www.secucc.org/event/authorizing-ministry-21st-century/? 
instance_id=1 42305) 


http://www.secucc.org/2016/10/08/ucc-disaster-ministries-responds-hurricane-matthew/ 


Page 2 of 4 







